matters much more is whether their party is in government back home or not. Believe me, as a Labour minister in the Blair administration, I constantly had to face the British Labour MEPs voting against us. The Council of Ministers is composed of democratically elected ministers of the Member States, but they change so frequently that the collective memory of the institution remains with Brussels bureaucrats. Until the permanent representations in Brussels become answerable to national parliaments, the deals and trade-offs will forever remain secret and unaccountable. The Commissioners are appointed by democratic Member States, but once they take up office they vow their allegiance to the institution they serve. The European Court of Justice does much more than applying and interpreting the law. Part of its institutional remit is to 'further European integration'. Its interpretations and judicial developments cannot be corrected by further primary legislation as is the case in nation states. Democratic checks and balances are missing in the Union. No wonder that after Lisbon the Union is even more remote from the people than it was before.
Aristotle tells us in his Metaphysics that 'the whole is greater than the sum of its parts'. In the case of the Union it's something else. To some this is a great achievement; a supranational organisation which we have not seen before. To others it is a 21st-century form of an empire that becomes consumed by perpetuating self interest in the constant struggle for survival. It is probably a bit of both, but for me democracy is a space within which political discourse can take place, and at regular intervals those who govern can -at will -be removed by those who are governed. If the European Union wants to survive it has to anchor itself in the democratic institutions of the nation state, not try to replace them. 
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